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medical officer. Captain Preet Chandi had, on the 3™
January 2022, become the first woman of colour to complete a solo trip to the South Pole.

We knew that this would capture our children’s
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exploits of Captain Chandi. This meant starting with the technical aspects of such formal writing,
including creating our own headlines to capture how impressed we were. We explored our language
choices and thought about who the public would want to hear from in an article about such an
event.
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particular came to let me know that she had a connection with Captain Chandi. Her mother worked
with her and knew her well. This blew our class’ minds! How incredible that we had accidentally
stumbled upon this story in the first place — and then that we had a personal connection.

o B % Imagine our surprise as teachers, then, that we then received a video from
. Polar Preet herself! This parent from our wonderful community had
contacted Captain Chandi and told her that we were learning about her
expeditions. In return, Chandi recorded herself training for her next mission
and sent it through to us.

This inspired our class enormously: they knew that the story was real; they
felt proud of the achievements of a member of their community; they felt
special that they had received a personal video from someone they so admire.
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We loved writing about Captain Chandi and cannot wait to hear what we does next. It really brought
home for us as a school that the military community is one which may do incredible things — but
which is also close-knit and supportive of one another.

We want to say thank you to Captain Chandi for her determination and strength of spirit which we
all found so moving. We also want to give our gratitude to the parent who contacted Polar Preet and
made our learning so much more vivid.



